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E thought it meet to advertiſe "EY 
Reader, that this Piece is not in- 
tended as a full Vindication of this 
Goſpel Truth, but only as an Anſwer to 
thoſe Cavils, as have been made agams 
it in the Sermons publiſhed by Mr. Crook- 
ſhanks; otherwiſe, much more might have 
been ſaid in its Behalf ; which would og 
| e to 1 preſent 2 Zu. 


bs 


i, e have dn the ere to s 
Authors as have been generally known, and 
accounted Orthodox Divines, ſuch as Mr. 
- Boſton, Mr. Erskine, Mr. Marſhall, (Sc. 
n order to remove the Notion of its being 
Wy A2 I 4 Singular 
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trine of the Scriptures, ſo it has had in 
all Times, the Witneſs of thoſe, who by the 


Holy Ghoſt, have had the Scriptures opened © 


to their Underſtanding ; may the Lord de 


ſo unto thee, Reader, and then thou wilt 


find This more than Matter of Argument. 


We thank the Lord, that to us, it is 
Matter of Experience; we are convinced, 
that if, as the Chief of Sinners, we haue 
not a Right to ſay, Chrift is our Saviour, 


by Virtue of the General free Promiſe of 


the Goſpel, we have no Means, or Strength, 


| to walk with God, and that by believing. 
only, we receive Life through his Name ; 


and we are perſuaded, that there is no. 
Truth more certain, than that of believing 


Chriſt to be our Saviour, and finding eter- 
nal Life thereby. No Man does this, but 


immediately he poſſeſſes an unſpeakable Li- 
berty in his Soul, to walk and live to God. 
This the Scripture declares, John vii. 38, 


39. He that believeth on me, as the Scrip- 


tures have ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow 
Rivers 
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: Rivers of lving Water; but this ele 


Chriſt of the Spirit, which they that 1 


lieve on him, ſhould receive. 


On might have ſuppoſed, that chew had 
been ſome new, aud profound Arguments, 


againſt a Matter that there has been made 
ſo much Noiſe about; but on the Contrary, 
there has been aching. offered, but old 


Cavils of the Papiſts, anſwered long ago 
by our Proteſtant Reformers, which any 


. N ſee in their n on this 
1 We know, there are many in 5 D, 
that maintain the Doctrine of an Imputed 
Righteouſneſs, and many other Doctrines 


of Grace, who nevertheleſs deny, that the 
Goſpel warrants every Sinner to ſay, that 


_ Chriſt is his, by a direct Act of Faith; but 


we would deſire ſuch to conſider, of what 


Uſe the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 


to 4 Sinner, i it is not free to him if he, as 
a Sinner, may not apply it to. himſelf. A 


Mahometan can apply to himſelf the Mer- 


Cy of God, MY he can find any thing in Him- 
fel 


[vi] 


ee tn God 


This ig the Religion of Nature. If we: 
muſt find any good Qualities in our ſelves, 
before we are warranted to apply the 


Mercy of God in Chriſt to our ſelves, we 


are then left to ſtrive in our own Strength, 


For the obtaining thoſe good Qualities. ' A. 


melancholy Doctrine to thoſe that ſee them- 
= without Strength R 


We alas. conclude . with adds 9, 


| that we engage not in this Matter for Con- 
tention Sake, but for the Truth of the 


Goſpel, and that this Truth may be mani - 
feſted in the Heart of every Reader, 75 
our hearty ee 4 0 3 3 * 
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VINDICATION 
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OF THE 


DOCTRINE 


OF 


ASSURANCE of FAITH. 


"HE Stir that has been made. in 
the Scotch Church in Swallow-ftreet, 
concerning Error; the preaching 
and printing thoſe Sermons con- 

cerning Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith; to- 
gether with the many Miſrepreſen- 
tations that have been caſt upon ſome of the 


Members, no Doubt give Occaſion to many to 


think, they have ſome among them of exceeding 
dangerous Principles; and it may not be amils 


for us to declare ourſelves on this Occaſion. May 


the Lord bleſs it to the Illumination of ſome, 
who have been hitherto blinded merely * the 


| Noiſe and one of Error. 
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Truth, we ſhall therefore addreſs ourſelves by 


"The main Point in which we | think be | 
e being the Aſſurance of Faith, (for as 
to moſt of Se other Things ſpoken agiinſt, 
they do not at all concern * as Adverſaries, but 
are rather our very Sentiments) we ſhall there- 
fore begin with anſwering that, and then pro- 
ceed to remark upon all thoſe Things which we 
apprehend to be amiſs throughout thoſe Sermons; 
whereby every impartial Chriſtian Reader will 
be the better enabled to judge of our Principles, 
whether they be of God or no, and whether 
they be not ſuch as are contained in the Con- 


fene, Catechiſms, &c. of all our godly Re- 


formers and Martyrs. | 

The Doctrine of Aſſurance, &c. as ES ROE 
by Mr. Crookſhanks, is laid down by him in the 
following Manner, Page 1 3, 1ſt Sermon, © That 
< the very Eſſence, of Juſtifying Faith conſiſts 


in the Aſſurance that Chriſt is mine; that 


% my Sins are pardoned, and that I ſhall be 
<« ſaved. 
As we take this to be a fundarnencal Goſpe 


way of Anſwer to what Mr. Crookſnanks is plead 
to ſay againſt it. And firſt, 

You fay, © You look upon this as a danger- 

* ous Doctrine.“ Pray, Sir, why do you paſs 

ſuch a Judgment on it? Thoſe that have ex- 


perienced it are the beſt Judges, whether it is 
dangerous or no. If a Man was to tell us, ſuch 


a Road was a dangerous one, we ſhould aſk him, 
if he had been that Road, and if he had not, 
we ſhould not think his bane Aſſertion, nor the 
Aſſertions of twenty ſuch, a ſufficient Ground for 


us to conclude ſo. Or, res Naaman the 


Syrians 


9 


[ 91 
Syrian, inſtead of waſhing in the Waters of | 
Fordan, in order to be cur'd, had gone Home, 
and reported, that they were inſufficient and in- 
effectual for that Purpoſe, ought he to be credited, 
ſeeing he had not made Trial? So that it is 
plain, he that has not had ee of this Faith, 
is no Judge... 

But you ſay further, 2 Ir i is a Doctrine that 
_ 55 han no Foundation | in Scripture 3 nay, it is con- 

<« trary to it.” What, Sir, do you think of 
theſe Scriptures of Invitation to ſuch a Faith. 
 Tfaiah Iv. 1. Ho every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the Waters; and he that has no Money, come 
ye, buy and eat, ye come, buy Wine and Milk withe - 
out Money and without Price. | 

Rev. xxii. 17, V boſocver will, let him rake the 
Water of Life freely. 

Acts xvi. 31. Believe on the Lord Poſts Chrj it, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
John iii. 16. God /o loved the 22 that be 
Gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in Him, ſhould not periſh, but have Everlaſting 
Life. 

Pſal 12. Bleſſed are all they that put their 
Truſt 5 8 1 , | 
xXxvil. 40. The Lord ſhall ſave them, e- 
canſe they traſt in Him. 

A great Part of the Bible might be quoted to 
this Purpoſe; but are not theſe Scriptures a ſuf- 
ficient Warrant and Encouragement for any poor 
Sinner to truſt in Chriſt conſidenty: for his own 
Salvation © ? 


Hear alſo ke Scripture Deſcriptions of F aith. 


2 Juohn 


I 10 ] 8 
John i i. 12. But as SN a received Him, to 
them gave he Power to become the Sons of God, even 1 
to them that believe on his Name. A 
Gal. ii. 20. The Life that I now live in the Fi, A 
I live by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and mo himſelf for me. | | 
Heb. xi. 1. Now Faith is the Subſtance of 
T; hings hoped for; the Evidence of Things not = 
leen. = 
X, 22. Let 3 us draw aw to God with a 1 
true Heart, in full Aſſurance of Faith. 9 
Peſalm xxxi. 14. J b truſted in thee, O Lord; 1 „ 
ſaid, thou art my Gd. 
Job xix. 25. { know my Redeemer liveth. —_ 
Iſaiah xii. 2. Behold God is my Salvatiun = 
will traſt, and not be afraid. | "8 
Rom. iv. 20. He (Abraham) ſtaggered not at 
the Promiſe of God through Unbelief, was firong ö 
in the Faith, giving Glory to God, Fey, . 8g 
21. And being fully perſuaded, that what he had 
promiſed, he was able alſo to perform. 
- Theſe we think are a ſufficient Number of 9 
Witneſſcs, to ſhew it to be a Scripture Doc- =_ 
er ine. | Wh 
You ſay, © There is an Ae that enters 3 
& into the Eſſence of true Faith.“ We wiſh, Sir, 
you had ſpoke more intelligibly, that we might 
have found out your Meaning. How does it enter 
into the Eſſence? This Expreſſion is ſo ambigu- 
OUS, as none but yourſelf can certainly know what 
is meant by it. | 
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2 Obſerve, that Receiving i is an Appropriation or aking 
into Poſſeſſion. 
d See Boſton on The Covenant, Page 281, 282, 283. 
_ alſo Page 270, 271, 85 47 
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This Aſſurance, you ſay, is © The Aſſurance 
6 Of the Truth of the Record that God hath gi- 
ven of his Son, that he is able and willing to 
& fave all that come to him, and rely upon him.” 
Now here we would aſk one plain Queſtion. If 


it is Juſtifying Faith to believe that Chriſt is the 


Saviour of thoſe that Come to him and Rely upon 
him, what do you make of the Coming and Re- 


liance itſelf? It is very plain, that theſe are two 


very diſtinct Things; ſo that if the one is Juſti- 
fying Faith, the other is not. 8 
The Aſſurance of the Truth of the Record, is 


certainly neceſſary, in order to warrant our coming 
to Chriſt, and reliance on him; but, according to 
your own Words, it is not the very Coming, the 


very Reliance; but only an Aſſurance, that he is 


able and willing to fave thoſe that do Come and 


Rely. But, Sir, according to the Scriptures and 
Confeſſion of Faith, (which you would be thought 


to plead for) Juſtifying Faith is the very Coming, 


the very Reliance, (a Sort of © Aſſurance you ſeem 
to have no Idca of at preſent) and not merely the 
Aſſurance, that thoſe that do ſo ſhall be ſaved. It 
you believe no more than this, you believe no 

„„ more 


« 
— 
— * 
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« © There is in Faith, an Aſſurance of Application, 


5 
Appropriation, expreſſed frequently in Scripture by a het 


ing, a Truſting, or Confiding in the Lord, and the Vera- 
« city of his Word of Grace and Promiſe. By this Act of 


Faith, the Soul takes Home the Promiſe, and embraces it 


* as a good and ſufficient Security to itſelf ;——it takes 
Home the Grace and Mercy of God to the Soul in parti- 
„ cular, which before lay in common in the Ofter of the 
* Goſpel ; and without this particular Application, the Offer 
* and Promiſe of the Goſpel can ſtand us in no Stead.” Mr, 


Etſtine's Sermon upon Aſſurance of Faith, Page 28, 29. 


See alſo Neonomiani/m Unmaſe'd, Page 332, 333. 


. | 
more than what Devils and Reprobates may, and 
do believe. | 

However, you acknowledge it to be a Truth, 
that thoſe that do Come and Rely on Chriſt ſhall 
be ſaved ; that God has declared his Willingneſs 


to ſave ſuch as do: Can it be a Crime or. Pre- 


ſumption, then, for Sinners to do ſo? By your 
own Words it can't; and pray what can this 
Believing, Comibg, or Reliance be, if it 1s not 
a particular Application and Truſt in ne as our 
Saviour? 

« Bur I muſt firſt know that I have come to 
ee him, that I do rely upon him i, before I can 
8 poſſib! ly be perſuaded, that I have a fpccial, ſa- 


bs ving Intereſt in him.” On the contrary, we 


can't fee how you can poſſibly rely upon One you 
apprehend you have no Intereſt in; for if you ſce 
no Intereſt according to an Toward Experience 
you mult ſee an Intereſt by Verme of an Outward, 
Free Promiſe, or there can be no Reliance. If 


yo 


® 
ENT 
| 


—— — 


— What a poor ſlender Uſe and Improvement do many 
„ make of theſe Diſcoveries of the rich Grace of God ta- 
„ wards Sinners, who ſay, That if we ſee we have perform- 


* ed the Condition of Believing, then we may take Chriſt 


* confidently as our own : They fkip over the f and prin- 
* cipal Uſe they ought to make of them; the very Per- 
„ formance of the Condition, is 70 take Chriſt as our own 
© IMMEDTATELY, and to eat him and drink him, by Be- 


, lieving confidently on him for our Salvation.” Marſball 


on Sandification, Page 183. 
« Hence, then, we may firmly conclude, That whoſoeyer 


6“ ſceketh to be ſaved by Faith, and doth not ſeek to have 


« an Aſſurance of Confidence of his own Salvation, doth but 
6e deceive himſelf, and delude his Soul with a meer Fancy, 
« inſtead of Saving Faith; and doth, in Effect, ſeek to be ſa- 
ved in his corrupt, natural Eſtate, without Receiving and 
$ Laying actual hold on the 'Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and his Sal- 
* vation.” Marfoall, 


f. 33 ] 5 


you rely upon Chriſt, and are not perſuaded that 
you have an - Intereſt in him, we would defire to 
know, what Warrant, or Foundation, you have 


for relying upon him, and what Sort of a Re- 
liance this muſt be; for till then, what you ſay 
appears unintelligible, Ft er ci 

We apprehend, that the Foundation, or War- 
rant of a Sinner's Relyance on Chriſt, is the ge- 
neral free Promiſes made unto the Chief of Sin- 
ners, and the Believing and Relyanee itſelf, to be 


the particular Application of thoſe Promiſes, by 
which Application they become effectual. If you 


Aſſert with ſuch Confidence, that this is wrong, 


we apprehend, it is incumbent upon you to ſhew 
us Intelligable, what is right. But to go on. 


. You ſay, * Was the Aſſurance, that Chriſt is 
t mine of the Eſſence of Faith; then Miniſters, 
e who are commiſſioned to preach Faith, or call 


* upon their Hearers to believe in Chriſt, muſt 
„ needs inform them wherein the Nature and 


« Eſſence conſiſts, (This is highly neceſſary in- 
deed, and not to be ſometimes calling one Thin 


Faith, and ſometimes another.) © viz. That it 


< conſiſts in their being perſuaded, that Chriſt is 


* theirs, that their Sins are pardoned, &c. but 


then, are not the Perſons whom we call upon 
to believe, naturally Unbelievers; does. nat the 


* Scripture aſſert, concerning them, that they are 


e condemned already, that the Wrath of Gd 


„ abideth on them, and that they are without 
« Chriſt in the World. Now, to defire ſuch 
* Perſons to perſuade themſelves, that Chriſt is 
e theirs, is to call upon them to be aſſured of 


that which is falſe. 


I 


We 


ts; die oats * 
Wer en Gd 93 of PLA 
—— W217 UT IRS T 
1 


3 5 3 5 — XG: - 
* bh * >" 
#: „ 5 a 
—— EE 1 „„ 
AES 
* * 


rr 
＋ 3 
— „ yr 
p 9 * 9 — 
* * k 


* . 
9 ˙ A Ts 


5 . «<< ** 2 
oY Ge > RE % - - 


Wr ts; * #5 nos Wor 8 * * f 
n NN , * — — 3 FEY Ce 122 hey 
x . 9 L 
ä 25 * Nn OP a NY mY n WS "> 
_ — RI ot — — 1 Ks LETS wy A . 5 D % " Pl 8 n — y 
: nov: ogy Wy : . 3 — . $ wy 4 n 2 5 2 N. Ene e, — —— — ” 
_— — * 7 ee ied. wy; * NN 3” N - ” * 4 _ —_ ® — g * - 9 
F 7 r 7 5 — 0 — 5 . or ON r 
„r 9 * — re r 8 488 : 2 5 2 — . 
5 — an 1 * ” 0 - I * 4 2 4% 5 — 
r — K n Ld . b —5 — 4 
* r ee e eee 
e 
, 
' 
* 


REST Wy 
me. Ah eee rey 
Aa ww 


Ts 


fy iD ;; 1 c 
n 
* — : 


— 


le 
IE 
* 


—— a S 
14 


Ei 
We anſwer, it is not falſe to thoſe that are thus 
perſuaded, by Virtue of a particular Application 
of the general free Promiſe, becauſe, though till 
that very Moment they are Unbelievers, con- 
demn'd by the Law, Fc. yet in that very Ap- 


Plication, (and not after it) they commence true 


Believers in Chriſt, juſtified, having an actual de- 


clared Right to all the Priviledges of the Children 
of God, and Miniſters are to call upon Unbeliev- 
ers, to believe on Him that juſtifies the Ungodly; 
to the Condemned by the Law, to believe on Him 
that has born the Wrath of God; and to them 
that are without Chriſt, to enter into Him by a 


Living Faith of Appropriation, ſaying, my Lord, | 


and my God; and God gives this Faith to fuch 
Perſons; and none apply Pardon, Cc. to them- 
ſelves aright, but f in the Characters of Sinners, 
Tou ſay further, That to aſſert, that the very 
t Eſſence of Faith conſiſt in a Perſuaſion that 

Chriſt is ours in particular, has a Tendency to 
lead Sinners into a groundleſs Preſumption, 


& which is a Degree of Licentiouſneſs.” 


That it can't lead them into a Groundleſs Pre- 
ſumption, is evident from the Scriptures above 
| cited, 


— * 1 — r 


© See Chauncey's Neonomianiſm Duma ſt d, Page 192, 193. 

« f Juſtifying Faith is a Saving Grace, wrought in the 
& Heart of a Sinner, whereby he not only aſſents to the 
« Truth of the Promiſe of the Goſpel, but Receiverh and 
% Reſteth upon Chrift, and his Righteouſneſs, therein held 
4 forth, for Pardon of Sin, and for the accepting and ac- 
counting hi Perſon Righteous in the Sight of God, for Sal- 


« vation.” Lar. Cat. Quelt. 72. 


« Faith juſtifies a Sinner, &c.“ Bid. Queſt. 13. 
See alſo Chauncey's Neonomianiſm Unmaſk'd, Page 327, 
144- | 1 | TS | 
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cited, as the Ground of ſuch a Faith, and the 
Licentiouſneſs of ſuch a Faith, is only known to 
thoſe that have experienced it. 
Tou ſay, © That according to this Doctrine, it 
4 js poſſible for a Man to think himſelf ſomething 
ec .when he is nothing Rs 
We can't ſee this Conſequence, that becauſe 
Aſſurance, or Perſuaſion that Chriſt is ours, is of 
the very Eſſence, or Nature of juſtifying Faith, 
therefore, it is poſſible for one that has not juſtt- 
fying Faith, to be ſo aſſured. If we miſtake not, 
the Conſequence is the direct Contrary, even 
becauſe it is the Eſſence of Faith, therefore, no 
one can ſo perſuade himſelf but by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; it is indeed, very eaſy for a Man to ſay, 
he believes, and it is very eaſy for a Man to be- 
lieve upon ſome Ground in Himſelf ; but for a 
Man to be really perſuaded by Vertue of a Thus 
faith the Lord, when he ſees no Foundation for 
ſuch a Perſuaſion in himſelf ; this is beyond the 
Power of Nature, for it is the firſt grand Evi- 
dence of our Intereſt in Chriſt : Examine yourſelves 
whether ye be in the Faith; prove your own ſelves: _ 
know ye not your own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt - 
7s in you, except ye be Reprobates, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
But you entirely Miſtake, when you fay, It 
has a Tendency to make a Man think himſelf 
* ſomething, when he is nothing ;** for, on the 
contrary, it makes a Man think Chriſt ſome- 
thing, and himſelf nothing. And you fay a 
great Truth in this, That a Man has no more 
to do, but to perſuade himſelf, that Chriſt is 
his Saviour, and then all is well ;** for, as none 
can ſo perſuade themſelves, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſo none can perſuade themſelves of this 
Thing and be diſappointed ; for the Mouth of 
the Lord hath ſpoken it, They that put their Truſt 
| 27 
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in Gid, ſhall not be deſtitute ; they that believe ſhall 


not be aſhamed. They are compleat in Chriſt; 

all Things are theirs; Juſtification is theirs; 
Sanctifcation is theirs ; z Glorification is theirs; 
God is fully reconciled to them, and they are his 
Children; and is not all Things well; who can 
ſay the contrary * ? It is God that Fuſtifies, who is 


be that Condemns? 


We know not who you mean diſclaims this 
Inference ; but we Glory in it, and believe it is 
the Joy and Rejoicing of all true Believers. Let 
him that Glorieth, Glory in the Lord: Rejoice not 


at the Devils are ſalject unto you, but that your 


Names are written in Heaven; and that it is a 


faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, that 


Jeſus Cbriſt came to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief, 
We ſhall conclude this Point, with the Teſti- 


mony of eleven worthy Miniſters of the Church 


of Scotland, to this Truth of Aſſurance being the 


Etſſence of Faith; it being the Subſtance of an 


Anſwwer to one of the twelve Queries pùt to them 


by the General Andy, Nov. 9, 1721. 


T heir Names are as follow, V2, 


James Hog, - 9 3 Carnock. 
Thomas Boſton, ] Etterick. 
John Williamſon, _ 5. Inneraſt. 
James Kid. [& Queensferrie. | 
Gabriel Wilſon, 2 | Maxton. 
Ebenezer Erſkine, > = ePorimoack. 
Ralph Erſkine, 78 1 
Taines Wardlaw, 7 181 Dumferline. 
Henry Davidſon, | = Galaſbiels. 
James Bathgate, = | Orzwel, 
William Hunter, J 2 | Lilliesfef. 
QUERY 


"[ 1 * ] 


au E R * vitt; 


8 Cai Belief, and Perſusf on that Chrif 

died for me, and that he is mine, and that 
whatever he did and ſuffered, he did and ſuffered 
fer me, the direct Att of Faith, whereby a Sinner 
is united to Chrift, interefled in him, inflated in 
God's Covenant of Grace? Or, Is that Knowledge 
a Perſuaſion included in the very Ace of that 


| Juſtifying All of Faith ? 5 


6 ANSWER. e Since the Query is put 1 


cloſe, and ſince the Matter in Queſtion; is no 
other than the old Proteſtant Doctrine on that 


Head, (as we ſhall endeavour to make appear) 


tlie Reverend Commiſſion, we humbly con- 


ceive, cannot take it amiſs, if we, in the Firfs 
Place, enquire into the true Senſe and Mean- 
ing of this Way of ſpeaking of Faith, that we 


are now queſtion*d about. 


The Main of the 8 Paſſages the 


Query refers to, runs not in the Order therein 
ſet down, but as follows: Believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved; that is, 
Be verily perſuaded in your Heart that Chriſt 
Jeſus is yours, and that you ſhall have Life and 
Salvation by bim; That whatever Chriſt did for 
the Redemption of Mankind, he did it for you; 
being in Matter the fame with what has been 
commonly taught in the Proteſtant Churches, 
and in the Words of the Renowned Mr. Fohn 


* Rogers of Dedham, (a Man ſo noted for Ortho- 
doxy, Holineſs, and the Lord's countenancing 


of his Miniſtry, that no found: Proteſtants in 


| Britain or Ireland, of what Denomination ſo- 


| cc 
C '."” 


[18] 4 


« aver, would, in the Age wherein he lived, 1 
have taken upon them to condemn as erro- 
& neous) his Definition of Faith, which we have 1 


& as follows; A particular PERSUASION 
«* of my Heart, That Chriſt Feſus is mine, and that 
hall have Life and Salvation by his Means; 
Sat whatſoever Chriſt did for the Redemption 
* of Mankind, he did it for mes. Where one 
« may ſee, though the Difference in Words be 
* almoſt none at all, yet it runs rather ſtronger 
«© with him, than in The Marrow h. | 

In which Account of Saving Faith, we 
e have, Firſt, The general Nature of it, viz. 
%. Real Perſuaſion, agreeing to all Sorts of 
« Faith whatever; for, tis certain, whatever one 
* believes, he is verily perſuaded of. More par- 
* ticularly, *tis a Perſuaſion in the Heart, where- 
by it is diſtinguiſhed from a general, dead, and 
* naked Aſſent in the Head, which. one gives to 
45 Things that no way affect him, becauſe he 
„ reckons they do not concern him: But with 
ce the Heart Man believes here; If thou believeſs 
- with all thine Heart, fays the Scripture t.. For 

as Man's believing in his Heart the dreadful 
* Tidings of the Law, or its Curſe, imports not 
only an Aſſent to them as true, but a Horror 
<« of them as evi; ſo here, the being perſuaded 
* in one's Heart of the glad Tidings of the Goſ- 

« pel, bears not only an Aſſent to them as true, 
* but a Reliſh of them as 5 


r 


i < Then 

38 4 6 VERIFY 

al Doctrine of Faith, Pop 23. 

1 A Book called, 7. be Marrow of Modern Divinity. | 

1 Acls viii. 37. Remans x. 10. : . 
4 * | 
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3 [19] - 
Then we have the moſt ſpecial Nature of 
it, viz. An Aoproprialing Perſuaſion, or a Per- 
ſuaſion with Application to a Perſon's Self, 
* that Chriſt is his, Sc. The Particulars where- 
of are, Firſt, That Chrift is yours; the 
* Ground. of which Perſuaſion is the Qffer -and 
Grant of Chriſt as a Saviour in the Word, 
to be believed in for Salvation, by all to whom 
the Goſpel is made known: By which Offer, 
and ſetting forth of Chriſt as a Saviour, the? 
before we believe, we wanting Union with 
him, have no actual or ſaving Intereſt in him; 
yet he is in ſome Senſe ours, namely, ſo as 
it is lawful and warrantable for us, not for fal- 
len Angels, to take Poſſeſſion of him, and his 
Salvation, by Faith; without which, our 
common Intereſt in him as a Saviour, by Ver- 
tue of the Offer and Grant in the Word, will 
avail us nothing. But though the Call and 
Offer of the Goſpel, being really particular, 
every one, both in Point of Duty, and in Point 
of Intereſt, ought to appropriate, apply, or 
make his own the Thing offered by believing, 
they having good and ſufficient Ground and 
Warrant ſo to do; yet is it either neglected 
and deſpiſed, or the Truth and Sincerity of 
it ſuſpected and called in Queſtion, untill the 
Holy Spirit, by ſetting home the Word of 
the Goſpel, with ſuch a Meaſure of Evidence 
and Power, as is effectual, ſatisfies the con- 
vinced Sinner, that, with Application to him- 
* ſelf in particular, I ig a faithful Saying, wor- 
_ thy of all Acceptation, ' That Feſus Chriſt came 
to fave Sinners; and enables him to believe it. 
Thus the Perſuaſion of Faith is begot, which 
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is always proportioned to the Meaſure of Evi- 
dence and Power from above, that ſovereign 
Grace is Pleaſed to put forth for working 
of it. 

The next Branch of the Perſuaſion 1 is, That 
you fhall have Life and Salvation by Him, name- 
ly, the Life of Holineſs, as well as of Happi- 
neſs; Salvation from Sin, as well as from 
Wrath ; not in Heaven only, but begun, car- 
ried on here, and compleated hereaftcr : The 
true Notion of Life and Salvation, according 
to the Scriptures, and as Proteſtant Divines are 
wont to explain it. Wherefore this Perſuaſion 
of Faith is inconſiſtent with an Unwillingneſs 
to part with Sin, a Bent or Purpoſe of Heart to 
continue in it. There can be little Queſtion 
(we apprehend) whether this Brrnch of the 
Perſuaſion belongs to the Nature of Juſtify ing 


Faith: For Salvation being above all Things 


in a ſenſible Sinner's Eye, he can never believe 
any Thing to his Satisfaction, without he ſees 
Ground to believe comfortably concerning it: 
Few therefore will (we conceive) differ from 
Dr. Collins's laying it down as a Concluſion on 
this very Head, namely, That @ Chriſtian 

cannot have true, ſaving, juſtifying Faith, unleſs 

be doth (I, ſays he, do not ſay, unleſs he think 
he doth, er unleſs 2 faith he doth, but unleſs he 
doth) believe, and is perſuaded that God will par- 
don his Sins k. Further, This being a believing 
on the Son for Life and Salvation, is the fame 


with receiving of him (as this laſt is explained 


” the 25 Spirit himſclf, Fohn 1. 12.) and 
| ay like- 


& Cordial, Part I. Page 208. 


* 


"a „ 1 
likewiſe dey —_ the Soul's reſting on 
Chriſt for Salvation: For *tis not poflible to 


* conceive a Soul reſting on Chriſt for Salvation, 


without a Perſuaſion that it ſhall have Life 
and Salvation by him; namely, a Perſuaſion 
of the ſame Meaſure and __ that Reſt- 


ing is. 


c The Third Branch of the Pension is, Mat 


whatſoever Chriſt did for the Redemption of 
Mankind, he did it for You, being much the 


ſame, in other Words, with theſe of the 


Apoſtle, ho loved me, and gave himſelf for 


me; and coming in the laſt Place, we think 
none will queſtion, but whoſoever believes in 


the Manner before explained, may, and ought 
to believe this in the like Meaſure, and in the 
ſame Order: And, *tis certain, all who re- 
ceive and reſt on Chriſt for Salvation, believe 
it, if not explicitly, yet virtually and re- 
ally. 
„Now as this Account of Juſtifying Faich 
runs in Terms much lefs ſtrong, than theſe of 
many eminent Proteſtant Divines, who uſed 
to define it by a Perſuaſion of God's Love; of 
his ſpecial Mercy to one's ſelf; of the Re- 
miſſion of his Sins, Sc. ſo *tis the ſame for 


Subſtance and Matter, though the Words be 


not the ſame with that of our Shorter Cate- 
chiſm, viz. A Receiving and Reſting upon Chriſt 
alone for Salvation, as he is offered to us in the © 
Goſpel : Where it is evident, the Offer of 
Chrift to us, though mentioned in the laſt 
Place, is to be believed firſt : For till the Soul 
be perſuaded, That Chriſt crucified is in the 


"PY ſet forth, offered, and exhibited to it, 
| * as 
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« ag if expreſſed by Name, there can be no Be- 


flieving on him: And when the Offer is brought 


« home toa Perſon by the Holy Ghoſt, there will 
be a Meaſure of Perſuaſion that Chriſt is his, 
* as above explained: And that ' Receiving, or 
« Believing in, and Reſting on him for Salva 
tion, cannot be without ſome Meaſure of Per- 
& ſuaſion, that one ſhall have Life and Salvation 
by him, was faid already. But more directly | 
6 to the Query. 

& We anſwer, Ino, Since our e and 
&« their Succeſſors, ſuch as Luther, Calvin, Me- 
ce lancton, Beza, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, 
« Melvil, Bruce, Davidſon, Forbes, &c, Men 
be. eminently endowed with the Spirit of Truth, 
te and who fetch their Notions ir it immediately 


from the Fountain of the holy Scripture 3 The 


c moſt eminent Doctors and Profeſſors of Theo- 
& logy, that have been in the Proteſtant Churches, 
« ſuch as, Minas, Zanchius, Funius, Piſcator, 
« Rollock, Danæus, V. endelinus, Chamierus, Shar- 
&« pius, Bodius, Pareus, Allingius, Triglandii (Gif- 
«© bertus & Jacobus) Arnoldus, Marefius ; the 
« Four Profeſſors of Leyden, VIZ. Wallens, Ri- 
« ve tus, Polyander, Thyſius ; Wollebius, Heidege- 
“ rus, Eſſenius, 7. urrentinus, &c. with many 


 « eminent Britizh Divines, ſuch as, Perkins, 


« Pemble, Willet, Gouge, Roberts, Burgeſs, Owen, 


« &c. The Churches themſelves of Helvetia, 


« the Palatinate, France, Holland, England, Ire- 


4 land, Scotland, in their Standards of Doctrine; 


« all the Lutheran Churches, who in Point, of 
* Orthodoxy on the Head of Juſtification and 
<« Faith, are ſecond to none; the renowned Sy- 


nod of Dor, made up of eminent Divines, 
| IT | — called 


& called and commiſſionate from Seven reform'd 
States and Kingdome, beſides thoſe of the 
* ſeyeral Provinces of the Netherlands. Since 
< theſe, we ſay, all of them ſtand for that 
& ſpecial Fiducia, Confidence, or appropriating Per- 
ſuaſion of Faith ſpoke of in the condemned 
* Paſſages of The Marrow, upon which this 
* Query is raiſed 3 the Synod of Dort, beſides 
„ the Minds of the ſeveral Delegates on this 
Head, in their ſeveral Suffrages anent the Fve 
Articles, declaring themſelves plainly both in 
* their final Deciſions concerning the ſaid Ar- 
« ticles, and in their folemn and ample Appro- 
. « bation of the Palatine Catachiſm, as agreeable 
* to the Word of God in all Things, and as 
* containing nothing that ought to be either al- * 
© tered or amended : Which Catechiſm being full 
and plain, as to this Perſugſion of Faith, has 
been commented upon by many great Divines, 
ce received by moſt of all the reform'd Churches, 
« as a moſt excellent Compend of the Orthodox 
« Chriſtian Doctrine; and particularly by the 
Church of Scotland, as the Reverend Mr. Robert 
« WYoarow lately told his preſent Majeſty King 
George, in the Dedication of his Hiſtory : And 
« -ſince we, with this whole Church and Nation 
<« are, by virtue of the awful Tie of the Oath of 
& God in our National Government, bound ever 
<< to abhor, and deteſt the Popiſn general and doubt. 
„ ſom Faith, with all the erroneous Decrees of 
„Trent; among which (in Oppoſition to the 
* ſpecial Fiducia of Faith therein condemned) this 
« 1s eſtabliſhed ; being by Proteſtants, ſo called, 
* _— for their denying and oppoſing the Con- 
15 fide nee #nd Perſuaſion of Faith, with Appli- 
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Church, as ſtanding plain and expreſs in her 


and bwearing by the Great Name of the Lord 


of a reformed Church, -untill now, denied or 


fay, and of what dangerous Conſequence ſuch 


vines, eminent for Holineſs and Learning, upon 
the Proteſtant Churches; and upon our own 


alſo on the Standards of Proteſtant Doctrine in 
this Church for nigh an Hundred Years after 


which they were all of them by the ſtrongeſt 


Twl 


cation to one?s. ſelf, now in ueſtion; 


which Renounciation ourForefathers (no doubt) 


pointed at, and aſſerted to be held and profeſſ:d 

as God's undoubted Truth and Verity, that 
particular and confident, or aſſured Faith, then 
commonly known and maintained in this 


Standards; to the Profeſſion and Defence of 
which, they in the fame Covenant promiſing 


our God, bound themſclves and us: And fince 
the ſame Perſuaſion of Faith, however the 
Way of Speaking on that Head is come to be 
ſomewhat altered, was never by any Judicatory 


condemned. Conſidering all theſe Things, we 


a judicial Alteration may be, we cannot, we 
dare not conſent unto the Condemnation of that 
Point of Doctrine: For we cannot think of 
charging Error and Deluſion in a Matter of 
ſuch Importance, upon ſo many Proteſtant Di- 


Forefathers, ſo /ienally owned of the Lord: And 


her Reformation : Elſe, if we ſhould thus ſpeak, 
we are perſuaded we would offend againſt the 
Generation of his Chileren. Nor can it ever 
enter into our Minds, that the famous Aſſembly 
of Weſiminſter had it ſo much as once in their 
Thought, to depart in this Point from the 
Doctrine of their own, and of this Church, 


Ties 


— 


| 3 25 7 | 
cc Ties bound to maintain: Or to go off foil 

e the Synod of Dort, which had: but fo lately 
« before them ſettled the Proteſtant Principles as 

e to Doctrine; and by ſo doing, yield up to 

* Socians, Arminians, and Pap! ps, what all of 
„ them have a Moral Averſion to, namely the 
& ſpecial Fiducia, or appropriating Perſuaſion of 
& Faith, which Proteſtant ' Divines before and 
„ ſince that Time contended for, to their Utmoſt, 
s as being not only a precious Truth, but a Point 
e of vaſt Conſequence to Religion. And we are 
« ſure, the Aſſemblies of this Church underſtood, 
% and received their Confeſſion and Catechiſms, 
“ Larger and Shorter, as intirely conſiſtent with 
ce our Confeſſions and Catechiſms, before that Time, 
as we have already made evident in our Repre- 
* ſentation, from the Acts of Aſſembly, receiving 
% and approving the Weſtminſter Confeſſion and 
s Catechiims. 4 - 

Auer 240. © It is to be conſidered, That 
* moſt of the Words the Holy Ghoſt makes Uſe 
of in the Old and New Teſtament, for expref- 
< ſing the Nature of Faith and Believing, do im- 
port the Confidence or Perſuaſion in Queſtion : 
« And that Confidence and Truſt in the Old Teſ- 
tament, are expounded by Faith and Believing, 
in the New; and the ſame Things attributed 
% to the latter. as were wont to be attributed to 

the former: That Diffidence and Doubting are in 
* their Nature, Acts and Effects contrary to 
Faith: That Peace and Joy are the native 
Effects of Believing : That the Promiſes of the 
** Goſpel, and Chrift in his Prieſtly Office there- 
in held forth, are the proper * of juſtify- 
ing Faith: That Faithfulneſs in God, and Faith 
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mer the Ground of the latter, our Faith ſhould 


| anſwer to his Faithfulneſs, by truſting his good 


Word of Promiſe for the Sake of it: That, tis 
certain, a Believer in the Exerciſe of juſtifying 
Faith, does believe ſomething with reference to 
his own Salvation, upon the Ground of God's 
Faithfulneſs in the Promiſe ; that no other Per- 
ſon whatſoever, does, or can believe ; which if 


it be not to this Purpoſe, That now Chriſt is 


and will be a Saviour to him, that he ſhall have 
Life and Salvation by him, we are utterly at a 
Loſs to conceive what it can be : That, Per- 


ſuaſion, Confidence, and Aſſuredneſs, are fo 


much attributed to Faith in the Scripture, and 
the Saints in Scripture ordinarily expreſs them- 
ſelves in their Addreſſes to God, in Words of 
Appropriation : And finally, That according to 
our Larger Catechiſm, Faith juſtifies a Sinner in 
the Sight of God, as an Inſtrument, receiving 
and applying Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs 
held forth in the Promiſe of the Goſpel, and 


reſteth thereupon for Pardon of Sin, and for 


the accepting and accounting one's Perſon right- 
ous before God for Salvation; the which, how 


Faith can do without ſome Meaſure of the 


Confidence, or Appropriating Perſuaſion we are 


now upon, ſeems extreme hard to conceive. 


Upon theſe Conſiderations, and others, too long 
to be here inſerted, we cannot but think, that 
Confidence, or Truſt in Jeſus Chriſt, as our 
Saviour, and the free Grace and Mercy of God 
in Him as Crucified, Offered to us in the Goſ. 
pel for Salvation (including Juſtification, Sancti- 
ficatian, and future Glory) upon the Ground 


and Security of the Divine Fairhfulneſs, plight- 
| | e 


| . 
« ed in the Goſpel Promiſe ; and upon the War- 
<« rant of the Divine Call and Command to be- 
<« lieve in the Name of the Son of God: Or, 
& which is the ſame, in other Words, a Perſua- 
fſion of Life and Salvation, from the free Love 
* and Mercy of God, in and through Jeſus 
* Chriſt ; a crucified Saviour offered to us, upon 
the Security and Warrant aforeſaid, is the very 
direct, uniting, juſtifying, and appropriating Act of 
« Faith, whereby the convinced Sinner becomes 
„ poſſeſt of Chriſt, and his ſaving Benefits, inſtated 
in God's Covenant and Family: Taking. this 
* always along, as ſuppoſed, That all is ſet home 
and wrought by the Holy Spirit, who brings - 
“ Chriſt, his Righteouſneſs, Salvation, and whole 3 
% Fulneſs, nigh to us in the Promiſe and Offer of 
* the Goſpel; clearing at the fame” Time our 
Right and Warrant to intermeddle with all, with- 
out Fear of vitzous Intromiſſion, Encouraging 
and Enabling to a Meaſure of confident Ap- 
* plication, and taking home of all to ourſelves 
& freely, without Money, and without Price. 
«© This Confidence, Perſuaſion, or whatever other 
„Name it may be called by, we take to be the 
very ſame with what our Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiſins call Accepting, Receiving, and Reſting on 
« Chriſt offered in the Goſpel for Salvation; and 
* with what Polemick and practical Divines call 
« Fiducia Specialis Miſericordiæ, fiducial Application, 
« fiducial Apprehenſion, fiducial Adherence, Recum- 
Vence, Affiance, fiducial Acquieſcence, appropriating | 
& Perſuaſion, &c. All which, if duly explained, | 
* would iſſue in a Meaſure of this Confidence or 
“ Perſuaſion we have been ſpeaking of. How- _ 
Fever, we are fully fatisfied, this is what our 
5 „ Fathers, 


* 


| 1281 
5 Fathers; and the Body of Proteſtant Divines, 
« ſpeaking with the ae called the Au- 
rance of Faith. That once burning and ſhining 
Light of this Church, Mr. John Davidſon, tho 
in his Catechiſm he defines Faith by a hearty 
% Aſſurance, that our Sins are freely forgiven us in 
« Chriſtz Or, A ſure Perſuaſion of the Heart, 
„ that Chriſt by his Death and Reſurrection hath 
< taken away our Sins, and clothing us with. his 
e own Perfect Righteouſneſs, has throughly reſtor'd 
< us to the Favour of God; which he rec ckoned 
& all one with a henriy Receiving V Chrift offered 
de in the Goſpel for the Semen of Sins : Y Cl, in a 
«< former Part of the fame Catechiſin, he gives us 
« to underſtand what Sort of Aſſurance and Per- 
e ſuaſion it was he meant, as follows; And certain 
« it 7s, ſays he, that both the Inlighining of the 
* Mind to acknowleage the Truth of the Promiſe of 
Salvation 10 us, in Cbriſt; and te ſealing up of 
the Certainty thereof in our Hearts and Minds, 
(cf the whilk Two Parts, as it were, Faith con- 
« ſits) are the Works and Effects of the Spirit of _ 
% God. In like Manner, in our firſt Confeſſion of 
% Faith l, *tis called, An afjured Feith in the Pro- 
« miſe of God, revealed to us in his Word; by which 
« Faith we apprebent! Chrijt Jeſus, with the Graces 
« and Benefits promiſed in him. This Paith, 
ce and the Aſſurance of the ſame, proceeds not from 
„ Fleſh and Blood, And in our firſt Catechiſm, 
commonly called Calvin”s Catechiſm, Faith ts 
« defined by a fare Perſuaſion and ſtedfaſt Know- 
edge of God's tender Love towards us, accord- 
115 ing as he has plainly — 4 in his Goſpel, that 
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LEE 
ce he will be a Father and Saviour to uc, through 
<«.the Means of Jeſus Chriſt. And again, Faith 
ce which God's Spirit worketh in our Hearts, af- 
e ſuring of God's Promiſes made to us in his holy 
* Goſpel. In the Summula Catechiſmi, or Rudi 
e gnenta Pictatis, to the Queſt, Quid eſt fdes? 
< The Anſwer is, Cum mibi perſuadeo Deum me 
e onneſque ſanctos amare, nobiſque Chriſtum cum om 
c nibus ſuis bonis gratis donare ; and in the Mar- 
« gin, Nam in fide duplex perſuaſio, 1. De amore 
& Dei erga nos. 2. De Dei benefictis que ex amore 
c fluunt, Chriſto nimirum, cum omnibus ſui bonts, &c. 
% And to that Queſtion, Quomodo fide percipimus, 
* nobis applicamus corpus Chrifti crucifixi ? The 


a 


A 


60 Anſwer 18, Dum nobis per ſuademus Chr iti mortem | 


&< & crucifixionem non minus ad nos pertinere quam fe 
« igſi nos pro peccatis noſtris cruciſixi eſſemus. Per- 
e ſuafio autem hæc eft vere fidei. From all which 
<« it is evident, they held, That a Belief of the 
t“ the Promiſes of the Goſpel, with Application 
< to one*s ſelf, or a Confidence in a crucified Sa- 
c yiour, for a Man's own Salvation, is the very 
& Eſſence of ju/t:fying Faith; Or, that we become 
* actually poſſeſſed of Chriſt, Remiſſion of Sins, 
Sc. in and by the Act of Believing, or Confi- 
* dence in Him, as above explained. 3 

« Whether theſe Words in the Query, viz. 
« Or, Is that Knowledge a Perſuaſion included in the 
ver) Eſſence of that juſtifying Act of. Faith ? be 
ce exegetick of the former Part of it, or a new 
„ Branch of the Query; We anſwer, That we 
„have already explained the Perſuaſion of Faith 
< by us held, and do think, That in the Lan- 
< guage of Faith, tho? not in the Language of 
< Phile/ophy, Knowledge and Perſuaſion, relating 
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L 30 ] ' 
e to the ſame Object, go Hand in Hand in the 
« fame Meaſure and Degree. | | 
Anfever gay, There's a full Perſuaſion and 
„ Aſſurance, by Reflection, ſpiritual Argumentation, 
* or inward Senſation, which we are far from 
holding to be of the Eſſence of Faith; but this 
&«& Laſt, being mediate, and collected by Inference, 
«as we gather the Cauſe from ſuch Signs and 
« Effects as give Evidence of it, is very different 
« from that Confidence or Perſuafion, by Divines 
called the Aſſurance of Faith. Sanctification, ſays 
« Rutherford, does not evidence Juſtification, as 
« Faith doth evidence it, with ſuch a Sort of 
“ Clearneſs, as Light evidenceth Colours, though 
it be no Sign, or evident Mark of them; but 
te as Smoke evidenceth Fire, and as the Morning 
* Star in the Eaſt, evidenceth the Sun will ſhort- 
<« ly riſe; or as the Streams prove there is a 
% Head-ſpring whence they iſſue; though none 
tc of theſe make what they evidence viſible to the 
« Eye: So doth Sanctification give Evidence of 
&« Juſtification, only as Marks, Signs, Effects, give 
« Evidence of the Cauſe. He calls it a Light of 
&« Arguing, and of Heavenly Logick, by which 
„ we know, That we know God, by the Light 
* of Faith, becauſe we keep his Commandments, In 
c effeft, ſays he, we know rather the Perſon muſt 
« be juſtified, in whom theſe gracious Evidences are 
« by Hear-ſay, Report or Conſequence, than that we 
C know, or ſee Fuſtification or Faith itſelf in ab- 
* ſtracto: But the Light of Faith, the Teſtimony 
& of the Spirit by the Operation of Free Grace, will 
© cauſe us, as it were, with our Eyes ſee Fuſtiſication 
« and Faith, not by Report, but as we ſee the Sun 
« Light, Again, he ſays, we never had a 7 
— 4. „„ d woe. 
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| „ 1 
&« ih Antinomians touching the firſt Aſſurance of | 
« Fyuſtification, ſuch as is proper to the Light of 
« Paith., He (Cornwal) might have ſpared all big 
Arguments, to prove that we are firſt aſſured of oof | x 
« Fuſtification by Faith, not by good Worts; for ue | 
e grant the Arguments of one Sort of Aſſurance, | 
ce which is proper to Faith; and they prove nothing 
- & againſt another Sort of Aſſurance, by Signs and 
% Effects, which is alſo Divine n. Further, as to 
* the Difference between theſe Two Kinds of 
« Aſſurance ; the Aſſurance of Faith hath its Ob- - 
& ject and Foundation without the Man, but that 
& of Senſe has them within him: The Aſurance 
* of Faith looks to Chriſt, the Promiſe and Cove- 
& nant of God, and ſays, This is all my Salvation, 
* God has ſpoken in his Holineſs, I will rejoice : But 
the Aſſurance of Senſe looks inward at the Works 
© of God, ſuch as the Perſon's own Graces, At- 
© tainments, Experiences, and the like: The A 
& ſurance of Faith giving an Evidence to Things 
* not ſeen, can claim an Intereſt in, and plead a 
“ ſaving Relation to a hiding, withdrawing God; 
Zion laid, My Lord hath forgotten me; and the 
* Spouſe, I opened to my Beloved; but my Be- 
* loved had withdrawn himſelf, and was gone: So 
he may be a forgetting and withdrawing God 
* to my Feeling; and yet to my Faith, my God, 
* and my Lord, ſtill, fays holy Rutherford; even 
© as the Wife may believe the angry and forſaking 
_< Huſband, is ſtill her Huſband; But, on the 
* other Hand, the Aſſurance of Senſe is the Evi- 
dence of Things ſeen and felt. The one fays, 
I take him for mine; the other ſays, I feel be is 
| 7 | . „mine: 
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= Chriſi Dying, Page 108, 109, 110. 
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The one ſays with the Church, My God 
( ru bile he cover himſelf with a Cloud, that 
my Prayer cannot paſs through, yet) will bear 
me: The other, My God has heard me : The 
one fays, He will bring me forth to the Light, 
and I ſhall behold bis Ri Reabteouſucſe: 3 The other, 
He has brought me forth to the Light, and I do 
behold his Righteouſneſs : The one ſays, Though 
he ſhould kill me, yet will I truſt in bim; the o- 


ther, He ſmiles and ſhines on me, RS will I 
love him and truſt in him. 


„Upon the Whole, we humbly conceive, 
Were the Nature and Grounds of Faith's Per- 
ſuaſion more narrowly and impartially, under 
the Guidance of the Spirit of Truth, ſearch'd 
into, and laid open; it would, inſtead of dif. 


couraging weak. Chriſtians, exceedingly tend to 


the ſtrengthening and. Increaſe of Faith; and 
conſequently have a mighty Influence on ſpi- 
ritual Comfort, and true Goſpel-Holineſs, which 
will always be found to bear Proportion to 
Faith, as Effects do to the Efficacy and Influence 


of their Cauſes. | 


I would now W to remark ſome Paſſages 
in the Sermons. 


And, Firft, in the Dedication, 3 8, you 


deſcribe the Difference of ſaving, juſtifying Faith, 


from a general Faith, by its being a cordial De- 


termination to cloſe with a Whole Chriſt. If by 
this you mean, as you expreſs yourſelf, Page 7, 


4 * 
£5 
6c 
60 


True Faith believes the whole Record that 
God has given of his Son; and receives him, 
not only as a Prieſt, but alſo as a Prophet and 


= King z” this is the very THESE we would 1 
for, 


oy [ 33] 
for, and which you, in the other Parts of your 
Sermons, plead againſt ; for here you ſay, that 
Faith receives Chriſt, which muſt be a taking him 
into Poſſeſſion, by an A& of Appropriation pf 
him as the free Gift of God; and when we 75 
receive him, we believe, that given to us as a 
Prięſt, he died for our Sins; we believe, that gi“ 
ven to us as a Mug, he will rule and defend us, 
and ſubdue all his and our Enemies; that given 
to us as a Prophet, he will teach us all Things we 
ought to know. But if you mean by cloſing 
with a Whole Chriſt, a profeſſed Subjection and 
Engagement of Obedience to him as a King, 
Joined with the taking him as a Prizf, and would 
have this to conſtitute Juſtifying Faith, we muſt 
abominate this, as the Abomination that maketh 
deſolate, even the Popiſh Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Faith and Works. You can*t help expreſſing 
- yourſelf (in the Dedication) againft the Faith of 
God's Elect, by ſaying, It is not enough that 
«© you think, or are aſſured, that Chriſt is yours, 
de that he dy*d for you, for many may eaſily per- 
ſuade themſelves. of this, and be undone for 
© ever.” I have ſpoken to this before, therefore 
_ Tonly fay now, that to be fo perſuaded, by Vir- 
tue of the Application of the free Promiſe, and 
not upon a Ground in ourſelves, can be only by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and is never condemned by thoſe 
that experience it, though moſt others ſtumble 


over it. 3 

The next Thing I would notice, is that unfair 
Manner of quoting Dr. Criſp, by picking out 
Paſſages without their Connection or Confirmation, 
and then by putting a frightful Aſpect upon thoſe 
Doctrines you would 2 thought a Friend to, I 


mean, 
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1341 
mean, the Doctrine of Election and Imputation 
of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. That this may be 
made manifeſt, I would deſire any one to read 
the cited Place (which you condemn) as it is in 
Dr. Criſp, upon Iſaiah liii. 6. Page 272, and 
conſider, whether any one that is a Friend to the 
abovementioned Doctrines, would condemn that 
Place as © Contrary to Scripture, and incon- 
“ ſiſtent with the Holineſs and Purity of the 


% Divine Nature.“ 


In Page 7, you bring a railing Paſſage of Dr. 
Williams's againſt the moſt fundamental Points of 
Chriſtianity z you might as well have brought 
Cardinal Bellarmine, for they are both upon one 
Foundation. I need fay no more to it than this, 
that the falſe Accuſations againſt a worthy Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, the Errors and Blunders of 
Dr. Williams, in his Treatiſe, (called, Goſpel Truth 
Stated and Vindicated) are fully ſet forth _— 


in a Treatiſe, called, Neonomianiſm Unmaſe* 


or, The Ancient Goſpel defended, by Dr. LJaac 
Chauncey. 

In Page 7, you ſay, They who aſſert, that 
e we have nothing to do with Chriſt as a Law- 
« giver, contradict the Faith, and oppoſe the 
& Scripture ;” when the Scriptures ſay expreſly, 


that The Law came by Moſes, but Grace and Truth 


rame by Jeſus Chriſt ; and, that He came not into 
the Warld to condemn the W, orld, but that the World 
through him might be ſaved ; and he is called Jeſus 
Chriſt, i. e. the Anointed Saviour, or Saviour by 
Office; and if we receive him as Jeſus Chriſt, 

we receive him only as a Saviour; if we receive 
him as a Law-giver, we receive him only as the 


use Cod, and not as the God-Man, Jeſus 
= Chriſt ; 


[35] 
Chriſt: We are not faved by a Law, but by 
Grace, and if by Grace, it is no more of Works. Our 


receiving Jeſus Chriſt as Prieſt, Prophet, and 
King, is wor believing him to be fo to us by the 


It is true, Believers are not without a Law to 
God, but are in ja Law to Chriſt, even the Law 
of the Spirit of Tie in Chriſt Feſus, by which 
Spirit the preceptive Part of the Commandments 
are engraven the Heart of a Believer, and 
bring forth a true, loving Obedience, in Spirit 
and in Truth: So the Truth is, that Righteouſ- 
neſs, Salvation, Eternal Life, Sc. are not to be 
obtained by any Law, or by believing on Chrift 
as a Law-giver, but by an appropriating Faith in 
him as a free Saviour. 
Again, in Page 12, you fay, that « T be 
& Elc& were only from Eternity elected, or de- 
« termined by God to be juſtified in Time, upon 
< their being united to Chriſt by Faith.“ 

This Aſſertion, I think, contains three great 
Miſtakes, 

Firſt, That Juſtification i is s after Faith; where- 
as the Scriptures ſay, we are juſtified by Faith in 
Believing, and not «pox our Believing. 

Secondly, That Juſtification is after Union with 
Chriſt by Faith; whereas the Conſent of all Pro- 
teſtants in their Confeſſrons, Catechiſms, &c. is 
that we are actually united to Chrift by * 


Faith *, 
E 2 Thirdy, 


— 


5 T * wn c _ 
15 22 


1 ca 29 Bow are ve made Partakers ” the N. 
e Jemption e d by Chriſt ? | 
« An/. By the 1 Application of it to us by his holy 


« Spirit. 
* Queſt, 


[SF 

Thirdly, Tt intimates, that there is a New Act 

in God; as if God, in ſome Period of Time, 
beheld Faith .in us, and thereupon accounted the 

. Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ours; whereas the Truth 
is, that as we are diſcharged and juſtified by Vir- 
tue of a Surety, ſo God conſidered us as dif- 
charged, when Chriſt was accepted as ſuch 9: 
; Becauſe 


** 


» 
1 IS — _ — 


— — 


„ Queſt. 30. How doth the Spirit apply the Redemption pur- 
& chas'd by Chris? n 115 eos 
« Anf. By working Faith in us, and thereby uniting us to 
“ Chriſt in our Effectual Calling,” Shorter Catechiſm, Queſt. 
29 and 30. | | | 
% The Spirit comes firſt as a Bond of Union, and works 
Faith to unite by its Act. In the firſt Union by the Spirit 
> © ye are Paſſive ; made New Creatures, new born, and re- 
<« ceive Spiritual Life: In the ſecond we are Active, put forth 
„ lively Acts, and lay hold on Jeſus Chriſt, and all Goſpel 
r | 26 
: Chauncey's Neonemianiſm Unmaſh'd, Page 226. 
« o There is a Juſtification in the Mind of God eternal, 
% and a Juſtification in Time, terminated in the Conſcience 
* of a Believer.” Rutherford, Exc. 1. Chap. II. 8 
„% The Faith by which, as by an Inſtrument, we are 
juſtified, preſuppoſes three Unions, and maketh a fourth 
« Union. It preſuppoſeth a Natural, Legal, and Federal 
«© Union. | 5 
« 1. Natural; That Chriſt and we are not only both 
« Mankind, for Chri/ff, and Pharoah, and Fudas, are one, 
* Fpecie & Natura, true Men, but in one Brotherhood, he 
« aſſuming the Nature of Man with a ſpecial Eye to Abra- 
% ham, Heb. ii. 16. z. e. to the Elect and Believers, for with 
« them he is Pore of their Bone, and is not aſhamed to call 
them Brethren. | : 
« 2, It preſuppones a Legal Union between Chriſt and 
„ them, that God made; the Debtor and Surety in one 
% Law, and the Sum one, ſo far as he laid our Debts on 
« Chriſt, //aiah lit. 6. 2 Cor. vi. 21. 5 
3. It preſuppones an Union Federal, God making Chriſt 
t our Surety ; and to aſſume, not only our Nature in Perſo- 
„% nal Union, but alſo our State and Condition; and made 
| our 
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1 37 2 
Becauſe it is „„ and inſinuated to 
many, that The Confeſſion of Faith is an Enemy 
to our Principles, I would conclude with a ſhore 
Summary of our fundamental Principles in the very 
Words of The Confeſſion and Catechiſm z whereby 
it will appear, that thoſe that cry out againſt Er- 
ror, and for the Doctrines of the Church, are 
not always the Orthodox Members of that Church 
they plead for, but rather the direct contrary. 


« As God hath appointed the Elect unto Glory, 
© fo hath he, by the Eternal and moſt free Purpoſe 
& of his Will, fore-ordained all the Means there- 
© toz wherefore, they who are elected, being fallen 
56. in Adam, are ? redeemed by Chriſt, are effectu- 
ally called to Faith in Chriſt, by his Spirit 
* working in due Seaſon, are Juſtified, Adopted, 
% Sanctified, and kept by his Power through 
Faith unto Salvation. Ch. 3. Sec. 6. 

If we would know how the Ele& become Par- 
_ takers of theſe en we ſhall find, that « God 
cc 


3 "I 


„ 


* 


—_— 


4 our Cauſe his Cauſe, our Sins his Sins, not to defend 
them but to ſuffer Puniſhment for them; and our 
« Faith makes the fourth Union betwixt Chriſt and us; whe- 
„% ther Natural, as betwixt Head and Members, the Bran- 
ches and Vine-Tree ; or Myſtical, as that of the Spouſe and 
a beloved Wife ; or Artificial, as the Foundation and Build- 
ing; or Mixed, as that of the Imp and Tree ; or Legal, 


© as between the Surety and Debtor, Advocate and Client: 


or rather, a Union above all hard to determine, for theſe 
are but Compariſons, and this Chriſt prays for, Jobn xvii. 
* 33. 2a -— gs and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
« feet in One. 
5 Rutherford of the Covenant, Page 208. 
p Here we may obſerve, the Order and Nature of the 
3 of the Elect: 1. Redeemed; 2. Effectually called; 
b 3 Adopted, Sanctified; and, 4. Leue * | 
all 
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ing. Sb. Cat, Queſt. 30. 


13] 


e God brings them i into a State of Salvation by 


4 the ſecond Covenant, commonly called, The 


Covenant of Grace. Larg. Cat. Queſ. 30, 

* Queſt. 57. With 8 Was tbe 0 ovenant of 
& Grace made? 

« Auſ. The Covenant of Grace was made with 
«& Chriſt as the ſecond Adam, and in him with 
all the Elect as his Seed. 

_ Obſerve hence, That the Covenant of Grace is 
Abſolute, and not Conditional to us; for bei 
made with Chriſt, as Repreſentative of his Seed, 
all the Conditions of it were laid on him, and 
fulfilled by him: Wherefore all that remains of 
it to be accompliſh'd, is the fulfilling of the Pro- 
miſes unto him, and his ſpiritual Seed; even as 
it would have been in the Caſe of the firſt Cove- 
nant, if once the firſt Adam had fulfilled the Con- 


dition thereof. 


« To all thoſe for whom Chriſt hath pur- 


e chaſed Redemption, he doth certainly and ef- 
& fectually apply and communicate the fame, 
cc 


making Interceſſion for them, and revealing 
„ unto them in, and by the Word, the Myſte- 
<« ries of Salvation, effectually perſuading them 
to believe. Conf. Ch. 8. Sea. 8. 
„ Redemption is certainly apply*d, and effectu- 
& ally communicated to all thoſe for whom Chriſt 
„ purchas'd it, who are in Time enabled to be- 
e lieve in Chriſt ording to the Goſpel. 
La. Cat. Queſt. 59. 
ky Queſt. How doth the Spirit apply the Re- 
e demption purchas*d by Chriſt ? 
An By working Faith in us, and there- 
ee by uniting us to Chriſt in our Effectual Call- 


« Queſt, 


A = 


1 „ 
* Queſt. pat is Effefinal Calling 
* Ay. Effectual Calling is the Work of God's 
* Almighty Power and Grace, whereby, out of 
ce his free and ſpecial Love to the Elect, and 
„ from nothing in them moving him thereto, 
he doth, in his accepted Time, invite and draw 
“ them to Jeſus Chriſt, by his Word and Spirit, 
“ favingly enlightning their Minds, renewing 
and powerfully determining their Wills, ſo as 
„ they, altho' in themſelves dead in Sin, are here- 
by made willing and able freely to anſwer his 
* Call, and to accept and embrace the Grace 
< Offer'd and Convey'd therein. Larger Cat. 
| Queſt. 67. e 935 
This Effectual Call is of God's free and 
5 ſpecial Grace alone, not from any Thing at 
all foreſeen in Man, who is altogether paſſive 
e therein, untill being quicken*d and renew'd by 
„ the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to 
„ anſwer this Call, and to embrace the Grace 
e offer'd and convey'd in it. Conf. Ch. 10. 
8 „ | 
All the EleR, and they only, are 4 Effectu- 
| © ally called, altho? others may be, and often are, 
e outwardly called by the Miniſtry of the Word, 
* and have ſome common Operations of the 
Spirit, who, for their wilful Contempt and 
Neglect of the Grace Offer'd them *, being 
e juſtly left in their Unbelief, do never truly 
& come to Jeſus Chriſt, Lar. Cat. Queſt. 68. 


„ 


8 
8 
x * 


** — „* 


4 1. e. Made willing to anſwer the Call, | 

* Obſerve, That the Reprobate have the ſame Grace of- 
| _ to them as the Elect, and ſo have as fair a Warrant to 
believe. 1 % ( 
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« by them, but for Chriſt's Sake alone; 
imputing Faith itſelf, the Act of Believing, 


| c 40]: - 

Now, rough \ the whole of this, you may 
may plainly perceive two Sorts of Grace ? Giftined. 
ly mentioned, viz, 'Apply*d.Grace,, and Offer'd 
Grace; which Offer'd Grace is as warrantable 
for the Reprobate to receive, accept, and em- 
brace, as for the Elect; inſomuch, that they will 
be condemned for the Neglect and Contempt of 
it. This Apply'd Grace, is commonly called 
Regeneration, or Effectual Calling; the Offer'd 
Grace, is Chriſt as a compleat Saviour, and Sal- 
vation in him, including Juſtification,, Sanctifi- 
cation, Sc. So that by the Apply'd Grace in 
Effectual Calling the Soul is perſuaded and enabled 
to receive, apply, and reſt upon Chriſt for Sal- 
vation, as he is offer'd in the Goſpel; and this 


Action or Habit of the Soul in receiving, reſting, 
Sc. is called Juſtifying Faith. This will further 


appear, by conſidering what is faid concerning 
Juſtification. 

<4. Thoſe whom God effectually calls, he alſo 
* freely juſtifies ; not by infuling Righteouſneſs 
into them, but by pardoning their Sins, and by 
accounting and accepting their Perſons. as 


< Righteous, not for any Thing in them, or on 
nor by 


N * 


< or any other Evangelical Obedience, to them, 
as their Righteouſneſs ; but by imputing the 


„ Obedience and Satisfaction of Chriſt unto 


ce them, they receiving and reſting on him, 
* and his Righteouſneſs, by Faith. Chap. 


11, Seer, I, 
* Juſtification 


11 


- © $0 that God 1 to ham that Riebtequſacl that 
they xeceive and reſt upon ; if they receive and reſt * Randy 
there is none imputed, : 


en T4] | | | 
“ juſtification is an Act of God's Free 
& Grace to Sinners; in which he pardoneth all 
their Sins, accepteth and accounteth their 
* Perſons Righteous in his Sight; not for 
„ any Thing wrought in them, or done by 
wy them, but only for the perfect Obedience and 
“ full Satisfaction of Chriſt, by God imputed 
% to them, and * received by. Faith alone. Lar. 
Cat. Queſt. 70. 3 
Queſt. What is Fuſtifying Faith? Sa 
e HAnſ. Juſtifying Faith is a faving Grace, 
% wrought in the Heart of a Sinner by the 
6% Spirit and Word of God; whereby he (the 
* Sinner) being convinced his Sin and Mi- 
* ſery, and the Diſability in himſelf, and all 
other Creatures, to recover him out of his loſt 
Condition, not only aſſenteth to the Truth 
* of the Promiſe of the Goſpel, (to Sinners) 
but u receiveth and reſteth upon Chriſt and 
„ his Righteouſneſs therein held forth *, for 
* Pardon of Sin, and for the accepting and ae- 
counting of * his Perſon Righteous in the 
Sight of God for Salvation. Lar. Cat. Queſt. 


72. | Cr ins 
|: = e Faith 


— 


K 


There can be no other Way of receiving Chriſt's Righte- 
| ouſneſs, than being perſuaded it is ours; becauſe Receiving 
fignihes taking into Poſſeſſion from another. .. > 
Receive ſignifies, to take what is given; Reſting ſignifies, 
to lean or ſtay upon. | e 
Jo Sinners as Sinners. Ns 5 . 
He, the Sinner. Here we ſee Faith is the very receiving, 
reſtivg, and applying Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, and nor 
any Grace within us, to give us a Warrant or Title ſo to 
do; the only Warrant and Title to take Chriſt, £c. being 
the Goſpel Offer, e , 


IE 


_—_ 


. 


* 


'P +2 T 

** Faith *ultifies a Sinner, not becauſe of thoſe | 
oy other Grazes which do: always accompany 
& it ?, or of Good Works that are the Fruits 
« of itz hot as if the Grace of Faith *, or any 
Act thereof, were imputed to him for his 
| ras Juſtification, - but only as an Inſtrument, | 
A Which he receives and applies Chill and his 
; SR « Righteouſneſs, Lar. Cat. Queſt. 13 | | 
*, RY They who are Effectually Called and Re- 
i: as generated, having a New Heart and a New 
1 .* Spirit created in them, are farther ſanctified 
; ' _ * Really and Perſonally , through the Merits 
„of Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection, by his 
Word and Spirit dwelling in them; "the Do- 
„ minion of the whole Body of Sin i is deſtroy*d, 
| < and the ſeveral Luſts thereof are more and 

© more weakened and deſtroyed, aud they more 

* and more quickened in-all- faving Graces to 

8 7 the Practice of true Holineſs, without which _ 
„ ap 1 mail the 7 e 13. | 
1 5 Sell. v. . 
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11 Therefore Qualifications are not conſider'd by the Sul i in 

lievin 

— * * need not be that Stir about the Evidence 

of a true Faith, before we will venture to take Comfort in 

+ | Chriſt as ours; this argues a, Self-righteops Principle un- 
— mortify d: For the true Comfort of a Believer, as a Be- 

lever, ariſes in his applying Chriſt's Righteouſneſs as his, by 

AS... > God's free Gift to Sinners, and not to Believers; ot the 
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$2. 1200 taking the Giſt, under the Charakter of a Loſt Sinner, is 

11/1 1 Believing, 

1 2 Obferve hence, That after a N bee Perſon is Eſtectuallyß 
Called and Juſtified, he poſſeſſes another Kind of SanQtifica- 
tion than he did before, which is called, by ſome Divines, 

the Second Regeneration; no one poſteſtes This, but he 
that knows Chirilt is his, throug.. the Word and 3 N 
ws iy Kim. | 
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cc Good Works b, done in 8 to God's | 


6 Commandment, are the Fruits and Evidences 


„ * 


of a true and lively Faith, and by: them Be- 


en their Aſſurance %, edify their Brethren, 
* adorn their Profeſſion of the Goſpel, ſtop 
* the Mouths of Adverſaries, and erf God. 
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> Not done in order to be made Eridences of Tai ; that's 
«mean, falſe Motive. | 

c For the Salvation they have was reis. 

4 They muſt have A en or elſe it could never be 


| ſtrengrhened. 


4 ljevers manifeſt their Thankfulneſs , , ſtrength- - 
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